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BAR BRIEFS

THE PRESIDENT'S PAGE
I am, of course, conscious of the honor that has been conferred
upon me by my selection to head the Bar Association of North Dakota
for the ensuing year. But I am also well aware that the honor is,
in only a slight degree, a personal tribute. In a far greater degree,
it is expressive of a general desire on the part of the attorneys of the
state to pay a compliment to that distinct species, or genus, of the
legal fraternity known as the "country lawyer ;" for your new president has been, is now, and expects always to be just a plain, gardenvariety of country lawyer, lucky to command the services of one stenographer and carrying his filing system largely in his own head.
As foreign observers, such as deTocqueville and Bryce, have
long pointed out, the country lawyer is a peculiar product of America,
and has been, since Colonial times, the very back-bone of its political
and legal structure. From his class have always come, and, to a
lessening degree, do still come, the leaders of the people. To him
the government, in time of stress, has looked with confidence for efficient and energetic support. No other body of men has been so
devoted to the Constitution or done so much to make it a very part
of the air which the American people breathe. To the country lawyer
is due a large part of whatever is sane, sensible and worth-while in
the America of today.
In recent years the hurrying tide of so-called progress has moved,
or threatened to move, many a -country lawyer from his moorings.
His ancient friend, the country banker, has been utterly overwhelmed
by that tide, a tide that he could not stem, nor swim with, nor float
upon. Today the country lawyer sits in his shabby up-stairs office
and shifts his feet uneasily upon the top of the old ink-stained desk
as he thinks of the vacant banking room below, where his confirmed
ally of other days so long and so vigorously guided the financial
destiny of the community and gave welcome assistance in working the
political machinery of the county.
Is the country lawyer to follow the country banker into the limbo
of out-worn professions? It is possible, but -I do not believe that the
future holds such fate in store for him. Modern methods make it possible to buy and sell merchandise and credit by mail. A hired man
can operate a chain store or chain bank. But no one will ever be able
to devise a way to buy or sell brains through the post office. No
salaried agent, or high-priced city lawyer, for that matter, can ever
successfully compete with the shrewd, country lawyer in giving common-sense advice, admonition, comfort and consolation to the farming,population of an entire county.
It must not be forgotten that the practice of the law in a rural community is a way of life as well as a way of getting a living. It is the
most independent career left to a man in boss-ridden America. The
country lawyer opens his office when he pleases in the morning, takes
off his coat and collar while he workg, if they fret him, and goes
home to dig in the garden when he gets ready. No man can cause
him to be afraid, and he obeys the voice of no human being eXcept
that of his wife. He can, and does, look every client squarely in the
eye, and tells him to go straight to the Devil if he feels so inclined.
He knows every turn of local politics, and has a controlling voice in
choosing every public officer in his town, county .and .state. Surely,
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the freedom, the opportunity for service, the sheer fun of such a way
of life and of living, must and will, for many generations yet to come,
appeal to young Americans of independence, courage and ability.
Insofar as the election of myself as president, and of Mr. Kvello,
another country lawyer, as vice president, tends to stimulate and encourage the young men now practicing law in the smaller towns of
North Dakota to persevere and to resist the temptation presented by
the cities-mahogany furniture and afternoons of golf-the Association has acted for the welfare of the legal profession and of the state
as a whole.-President Horace Bagley.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
At the call of President Bagley, a meeting of the executive committee was held at Grand Forks on October 5th. Members present
were: President Horace Bagley, Vice-President A. M. Kvello, Secretary R. E. Wenzel, R. M. Cooley, L. J. Palda, Jr., P. W. Lanier, E.
E. Fletcher; absent: Chas. Coventry and C. H. Starke.
Informal discussion of the proposed budget for 1929-I93o brought

out some new ideas, which, after some adjustment and ironing out, resulted in the following:
$5oo.oo
Printing Annual Meeting Number Bar Briefs ...........
Postage and Printing .........................150.00
Executive Committee .........................250.00
ioo.oo
Citizenship Committee ............................................
200.00
President .....................................................
720.00
Secretary-Treasurer .............................................
Annual Meeting .............................6oo.oo
...................................... 425.00
Bar Briefs
Legislative Committee ............................................
50.00
20o.oo
Law Review ..................................................
200.00
Contingent, for Bar Organization ................................
$3,395-00

It will be observed that the budget, as approved, makes several
changes. It makes an additional appropriation of $io per month to
the Secretary-Editor, cuts the allowance to the Citizenship Committee to $Ioo from $I5O, and eliminates the. prize money entirely.

The

amount formerly allowed for this prize money was budgeted to a contingent item, which is to be used for the purpose of fostering better contact
with local associations and promoting the organization of such local
organizations in districts now unorganized.
The following printing bids were opened and considered:
Per Page
Inserts
Envelopes
$. 3.00
$18.00
Bismarck Tribune ..............$2.25
2.45
4.90
14.50
Globe-Gazette ..................... :..........
2.35
3.6o
13.50
Holt Printing Co ...............................
.65
3.50
6.oo
Lisbon Free Press ...........................
8.00
15.00
Rusch Printing Co ........................
3.40
6.50
i6.85
E. B. Washburn ................................
2.30
2.99
7.00
17.6o
Ward County Independent ............
10.00
21.00
The Quick Print Inc............. i.go

The secretary was instructed to enter into a contract with the
Quick Print, Inc., of Bismarck.

